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Before the  
Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 

February 12, 2021; 2:00 pm 
Conference Room 329 

 
In consideration of 

House Bills 161, 160, and 159 
Relating to Registration and Transfer of Vehicles 

 
Honorable Chair Johanson, Vice Chair Kitagawa, and Members of the Committee: 
 
The Patrol Services Bureau supports House Bills 161, 160 and 159, which would (1) prevent the 
registration and transferring of vehicles for those who have outstanding towing and related 
charges owed to the Counties, (2) subject U-drive motor vehicles to the same motor vehicle 
registration fees as other motor vehicles; and (3) require a motor vehicle transferor or 
representative to appear in person with the transferee to execute the transfer of a motor vehicle, 
except in certain situations. 

Bills 160 and 159 will significantly curtail the fraud that we have seen in the transfers of motor 
vehicles. They will drastically reduce the large number of vehicles that are carelessly 
abandoned around our Counties. They will reduce the significant cost born by our taxpayers in 
the towing and disposal of these vehicles. They will reduce the contamination caused by 
abandoned vehicles that are leaking gasoline, oil and other chemicals into our soil and 
waterways.  

Notarization in vehicle transfers is a small price/effort to pay in exchange for eliminating a 
significant amount of fraud and illegal dumping. The benefits to our local governments, and our 
taxpayers, far outweigh any other concerns in this regard. It is a simple and painless process to 
certify additional notaries. Private companies can easily blend notary status into their existing 
staffing if needed.   

 

 



 

We handle abandoned and derelict vehicle complaints on a daily basis, and we see firsthand 
how important this issue is to our residents and visitors alike. It has been extremely difficult to 
curtail this behavior and to enforce the collection of outstanding towing and related costs. 
People have learned that there is little chance that they will be held accountable if they 
fraudulently transfer a vehicle; fail to complete a transfer of a vehicle; or dump their unwanted 
vehicles on County and State land.    

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 

 
Mark N. Begley 
Assistant Chief 
Patrol Services Bureau 
Kauai Police Department 
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February 12, 2021

The Honorable Aaron Ling Johanson, Chair
The Honorable Lisa Kitagawa, Vice Chair
And Members of the Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce
The State House of Representatives 1
State Capitol, Conference Room 329
415 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 '

Dear Chair Johanson and Members of the Committee on Transportation:

SUBJECT: H.B. No. 159, H.D. 1 — Registration of Vehicles

The City and County of Honolulu, Department of Customer Services (CSD)
supports the intent of this measure.

This bill requires a motor vehicle transferor, or the transferor’s representative,
and transferee to appear in person to execute the transfer of a motor vehicle and
subjects motor vehicle transferors to certain fees previously assessed on motor vehicle
transferees.

CSD supports the intent of this measure, however, it will create undue hardship
on the transferor and transferee to both have to appear in person at a Satellite City Hall
office. The COVID-19 safety requirements further complicate this requirement.

The effective date of this bill should be amended so the necessary internal
county processes can be finalized and the public is duly notified of the new process
before the enactment of this bill.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony on H.B. No. 159, H.D.1.

Sincerely,

Nola Miyazaki
Director Designate
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COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION AND COMMERCE 
Representative Aaron Ling Johanson, Chair 
Representative Lisa Kitagawa, Vice Chair 

 
Friday, February 12, 2021 

2:00 p.m. 
 

HB 159, HD1 

Chair Johanson, Vice Chair Kitagawa, and members of the Committee on Consumer 

Protection and Commerce, my name is Michael Tanoue, counsel for Hawaii Insurers Council.  

The Hawaii Insurers Council is a non-profit trade association of property and casualty 

insurance companies licensed to do business in Hawaii.  Member companies underwrite 

approximately forty percent of all property and casualty insurance premiums in the state. 

 Hawaii Insurers Council offers comments on this bill.  We respectfully request the 

following two amendments to HB 159, HD1:  (1)  On page 1, line 17 of the bill, that the words, 

"An insurance company" be replaced with "A motor vehicle insurance company", and (2) on 

Page 2, line 10, that the word "and" be replaced by the word "or."  The first amendment is 

merely to clarify that it is a "motor vehicle insurance company" that is exempt from this 

section.  The second amendment is because there are situations where items 2 and 3 are not 

always applicable.  There is on occasion, a situation where a motor vehicle may be 

transferred to a party other than an auctioneer and similarly, there are times where the motor 

vehicle being transferred does not have a salvage title.   

 Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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